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“I wish to move
people emotionally”
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Interview by SONJA LECHNER

ENGLISH TRANSLATION

Who is Johanna Keimeyer?
Her studies in design and digital media took Johanna 
Keimeyer to Berlin, Tokyo, Rhode Island and Boston. Today 
she lives and works in Berlin. Her current series “Iconic 
Portraits” (left and above: “Joan of Arc”), consisting of 
photographic self-portraits, is on view at Notagallery in 
Berlin until August 4.

Why do you make art?
My art has the task of shifting boundaries of consciousness, 
and this can of course only be done through emotion and 
with the most essential questions about the meaning of life 
and death; faith and absolute humanity. My art is meant 
to help people to interpret things freely and to be a tool to 
reflect on their perceptions of themselves. I wish to move 
people emotionally. It is precisely when the boundaries 
between real and unreal worlds blur that something special 
emerges and art fulfils its purpose of making the invisible 
visible.

What kind of art inspires you?
I am inspired by all walks of art: contemporary, classic, 
digital media, photography, design, fashion and music. 
Each artist who found their own artistic language to express 
is a role model for me.

Which definition of art suits you?
I create participatory art experiences that challenge the 
viewer to engage with their inner self and question their 
personal values and actions.

What are your current projects?
I am working on expanding my Iconic Portraits body of 
work, bringing in different characters. With these images 
I aim to inspire a person to look how they fulfill their 
life and what legacy they leave behind. Every person 
writes themselves into history. I aim to express absolute 
hope, trust and meaning through the symbolism of the 
photographs and the theatrical images.

About Sonja Lechner
Dr. Sonja Lechner, PhD in art history, is a self-employed 
curator, art consultant and speaker. She is co-founder of 
the company Kunstkonnex Artconsulting, since 2016 its 
sole managing director. In her studio visits designed for 
EMOTION, she introduces young female artists - also on 
Instagram!


