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Die faszinierenden Arbeiten 
von Johanna Keimeyer
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ENG

Multimedia art - Johanna Keimeyer‘s fascinating works

Freddie Mercury, Frida Kahlo, Andy Warhol: the artist Johanna Keimeyer slips into the shoes of icons like 
these. Your topics: What role do I play, what masks are people hiding behind? What is it that defines us? 
Photos, videos, installations, Johanna Keimeyer works in different media and with different roles. She calls 
herself an “experiential artist” and wants to make new experiences possible with her work or make the oth-
erwise invisible visible. One of her greatest works was a walk-in installation, the “Breathing Heart”, a huge 
inflatable heart in which one can experience the body in a completely new way through all/different senses 
(hearing, smelling, feeling).

What is it that defines us?
“It was an immersive installation where the viewer might not only participate, but actually become part of it,“ 
says the artist. „So he goes in, becomes part of this object, and you hear heartbeats, sounds of breathing. 
And you’re surrounded by this object, and you imagine you’re inside your heart.“How we see and want to 
see ourselves, our bodies and our world is central to Johanna Keimeyer‘s art. She often makes herself part 
of her multimedia works: in photos, videos and also performances.
„As an artist, I also work between worlds - I try to make things visible, to make the invisible visible. And 
that‘s exactly what happens when these worlds blur. Then something special happens, and it’s about these 
worlds. What is real, what is not real? We always think we take everything for granted, that our heart is 
beating, that we breathe. In real life, so many things happen, that’s magic, that’s what our body does every 
day.“

Keimeyer turns into icons
For her work on the “Iconic Portraits”, Johanna Keimeyer transforms herself into Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
and other famous personalities with the help of masks, wigs and costumes. With a self-timer, she photo-
graphs herself as a legend and uses her role play to question what makes these people icons in the first 
place. If you replace genius, skill or divinity with poses and, for example, blue paint, what remains of these 
leading figures? The analogue photos are then digitalized in order to process them on the computer.
„And then we get creative, then we try to find a nice way of expressing each character. Then maybe some-
thing like Mozart’s here comes about, where he gets a three-part split and almost gets a third eye,“ explains 
Keimeyer. “In my new work, I am primarily concerned with asking people: What do they leave behind with 
their lives?”

Also in the “Inspired” series
And what do goddesses like the Indian Kali or the Celtic warrior Buddica stand for? „For me, these deities 
are very special characters who work on these spiritual questions for me. And I want to deal with them, with 
these questions about the meaning of life and death, questions of faith, questions about humanity.“

For the “Inspired” series, Johanna Keimeyer dealt with Caspar David Friedrich. The TTT (Thesen, Themen, 
Temperamente;Titles, theses, temperaments) in production of Das Erste television portrays the artist from Berlin.

(Feature: Natascha Geier)
As of: 01/22/2023 7:55 p.m
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